
Thought for the Day Candlemas Luke 2:22-44 

 Today we consider the passage from Luke when Jesus is taken to 

the Temple by Mary and Joseph.  It is known as the Feast of the 

Presentation of Jesus Christ, the Feast of the Purification of the Blessed 

Virgin Mary, or Candlemas.   

 If we consider the gospel passage it appears that Luke has 

brought two different important rites together.  We don’t know if this was 

deliberate or accidental but it does help to explain the Eastern and 

Western churches different emphases in the past with the Eastern 

church focusing on Jesus, and the Western church Mary, prior to a 

calendar revision in 1969. 

 The passage begins at the time of purification.  This is the 

purification of a mother following the birth of a child and is only relevant 

to the mother.  This Jewish custom was laid out in Leviticus.  The mother 

is considered unclean for forty days following the birth of a son or eighty 

days following the birth of a daughter. During that time, she is prohibited 

from going to the temple or handling holy objects.  Purification makes 

her whole again. 

 Luke somehow wraps up Mary’s purification with the rite of the 

presentation of the first born son to the Temple. This consecration and 

redemption of the firstborn, stemming from Exodus signifies that the 

child is “holy to the Lord”. The redemption commemorates the 

deliverance of the people of Israel through the final plague, the death of 

the firstborn of Egypt. Luke doesn’t mention the redemption of Jesus, 

because he doesn’t need redemption, in a similar way that Jesus was 

the only person without sin to be baptised. 

 Both these rituals reinforce the message that Mary and Joseph are 

devout Jews that follow the Law of Moses.  They reinforce that, from the 

beginning, Jesus is obedient to that Law.  They also confirm the status 

of Mary and Joseph as poor.  This can be deduced by the offerings Mary 

gives.  The law states that a lamb and a turtledove or pigeon should be 

offered.  However there is provision for two turtledoves or two pigeons if 

the woman is poor and cannot afford a lamb. So, Jesus’ early life was 

spent experiencing and being surrounded by those whose cause he will 

advocate in his ministry.  

 Luke sets out the context in which Jesus is brought up in a few 

verses and then turns his attention to Simeon.  Simeon is an old man, a 



devout Jew who has lived his life according to the Law. He is unusual in 

that he has spent his whole life waiting, waiting for the “consolation of 

Israel”.  The consolation of Israel refers to the promised Messiah. To 

console is to alleviate grief or to take away a sense of loss or trouble. 

The Messiah, the consolation of Israel, was to remove sorrow and 

comfort the nation. Simeon waited for the coming of the one who would 

console God’s people. The Spirit comes to Simeon and says he won’t 

die until he has seen the consolation.   

 The Spirit guides Simeon to the Temple. Mary and Joseph then 

arrive with the baby Jesus and give the child to Simeon. After all those 

years of waiting and praying for the consolation of Israel, God allows 

Simeon to hold the Messiah in his arms. In this child, Simeon sees the 

fulfilment of all the hopes and dreams of the Jewish people down 

through the centuries, and he is overjoyed. 

 Can you remember holding a baby for the first time and how you 

felt?  To hold a baby is such a privilege and delight.  It’s also a big 

responsibility, they are so tiny and fragile.  So imagine how much more 

wonderful Simeon must have felt knowing he was holding the Messiah.  

He knows more than the baby’s parents do about how special this child 

is and what he will become.   

 Simeon is so moved that he says those inspirational words, the 

Song of Simeon, or as many of us know it, the Nunc Dimittis: 

“Master, now you are dismissing your servant in peace, 

    according to your word; 

for my eyes have seen your salvation, 

which you have prepared in the presence of all peoples, 

a light for revelation to the Gentiles 

    and for glory to your people Israel.” 

Mary and Joseph are amazed by what Simeon says. He blesses them. 

This is a bittersweet moment, a moment of joy after years of prayer for 

Simeon, a moment of delight and a sense of calm.  Simeon is now ready 

to die in peace, his waiting is over, he feels blessed. But there is a sting 

in the tail.   

 Simeon tells Mary that her son will be pivotal in the future. That he 

will do things that will bring some people together, and tear others apart. 

That some will follow him and others will oppose him. That he will 

expose the innermost thoughts of others, both good and evil; and that in 
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doing all of this Mary will be hurt.   In these few verses Luke tells us the 

outline of the ministry of Jesus and points to what will later be explained 

in gospel and in the Acts of the Apostles. 

 While Joseph and Mary are trying to process all of this Luke turns 

our attention to Anna, another devout Jew who, now widowed, never 

leaves the Temple.  She too recognises Jesus as the Messiah and 

rejoices. 

 There is so much in this gospel passage we can’t cover it all, but 

we can take away messages of hope and thanksgiving.  Hope because 

Simeon and Anna wait patiently and prayerfully in the hope and 

expectation of seeing the Messiah, and they do. Thanksgiving because 

Mary, Joseph, Simeon and Anna have much to be thankful for, the safe 

arrival of a baby, the guidance of the Spirit, the fulfilment of prayer, the 

comfort of faith and the pattern of ritual. 

 In our busy lives, it’s all too easy to neglect, or forget the pattern of 
ritual. As the church, we can help people to observe the passages of life 
- birth, marriage, illness, death - in ways that acknowledge the Lord. As 
individuals, we can make space in our lives to express thanksgiving for 
the blessings we have received, to praise God for his mercies and to ask 
God for guidance and forgiveness. Amen 

 


